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OHIO ARTS COUNCI L

The Riffe Gallery Presents: METAMORPHOS'S

Featured Artists:
Julie Abijanac, Phillip Buntin, Landon Crowell,
Andrew Dailey, Gretchen Durst Jacobs,
Rachel Girard Reisert, Marcella Hackbardt,
Melissa Haviland, Carrie E. Longley,
Melissa Lusk, Deborah Orloff, Justin Teilhet



Metamorphosis
Curated by Tracy Longley-Cook

This exhibition features a
diverse group of 12 Ohio based
artists who represent a wide
range of mediums, and together
create a dialog between

the art, artist, and viewer, to
consider their own unique
experiences and perspectives

of metamorphosis.







* Two or three works depicting nature? How does the artist reference nature or the
natural world?

* One or two works that convey movement? What characteristics of these works allude
to movement? Can you identify any patterns?

* Two or three artists that depict memory? How do the artists pieces and materials
connect to memory? Do any of the pieces recall memories of your own?

* One or more works created with the assistance of technology? How do the artists
explore the relationship between technology and craft? Do you

* Two or more works exploring life cycles? How does the artist refer to that cycle? Does
the work reference the body’s metamorphosis?

* How does each artists work connect to Metamorphosis? What aspects of their work
address transformation? Do you have a metamorphosis of your own?




Melissa Haviland

“My current artwork correlates
water with emotions reveling
in blue; a color that is
simultaneously melancholy
and calming. It’s inspired by
ideas of being swept away by
the sea of life, as if the ocean
just flooded through your
home and swept it away. It
considers the feelings of chaos
that enter our daily lives—the
swirl of little stressors like
bedtime, dinner, meetings,
and deadlines.”




This installation piece utilizes multiples to fill the space and
surround the viewer.




Melissa Lusk

Metamorphosis, 2026

Handwoven on a TC2 jacquard loom




Ine

swork combi

b

ISt

How does the art

?

craft and technology

IN a

iece look in motion or
state of transformat

Does the p

lon?

ind you of?

lece rem

IS pi

What does th

iece through

is p

igned thi
ital des

issa Lusk des

Mel

which allowed her
and colo

ign;
texture

I8

ingand d

draw

I

] 4

to explore depth




\gw \*l}%g

AL
\

‘r
%
\

l
]
‘.,i‘»
/ly',¢u
2
4'\‘
{u; {7
"/[
f
/’//’ >
f
( i
{
/
[}
w1l
e
o
{7
(135841
' ¥ 5 4
18I 8N
:’ &<
: )
kel
¥ 1 I8
’ [ 4%
{
B aA!
.‘|'
} i
Akl
'y
[ 3¢ /4B 1
,i!‘
1 ae
b RS
{

11

Nl 3 4.
——r—
o7




Julie Abijanac

“I think of the work as a surface inhabited
by ghost forms—images that briefly
surface through layers before dissolving
back into the structure of the piece. What
matters is not resolution but refusal: a
resistance to singular narrative, hierarchy,
or stable meaning. Repetitive acts of
stitching, cutting, and layering slow the
process and emphasize the weight of each
gesture.”
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Deborah Orloff

Elusive Memory:
Constructed Histories

Series, 2026

Photo collage (physically
altered family photo &
pigment print) *on rag paper




What do these pieces evoke or
allude to change?

Would you consider carefully
cutting out parts of your family
photos?

How do these pieces depict
memory?

Do these works bring forth
memories of your own?




Gretchen Durst Jacobs

“My paintings and prints begin with the
body. Rooted in the Somatic experience
and attentive to the inner life, the work
explores how feeling is carried, processed,
and transformed through physical
gestures. Each mark records movement,
presence, and intuition. At times, a grid
enters the work as a quiet stabilizing force,
allowing chaos, memory, and motion to
coexist within a shared structure.”
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Look closer at the artists’ mark making and use of color.




Marcella Hackbardt




What relationship
between technology
and craft is the artist
showing us?

How does the artist
use technology as a
tool?

How is this piece
related to memory?

Does this piece stir
up any of your
memories?




Phillip Buntin

“My source material is varied, but includes
aerial views of landscapes, microscopic
studies, and other paintings. | specifically
choose source materials that could readily
be reminiscent of different categorizations
and alter them to increase that ambiguity.
I’m interested in how we come to terms
with complexity and how complex
phenomena eludes our grasp.”







Landon Crowell

You Shimmed us up to remain true.
Without you, level has become very
elusive, 2022-2026

Wood and steel




In what way does the
artist allude to
transformation?

How does the artist
create a feeling of calm
or stillness ?

How does this piece
evoke memory?

Does this piece connect
with you or a specific
memory?



Justin Teilhet
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The artists’ repetitious pattern, material, and composition
elicit asense of calm and an illusion of motion.



Rachel Girard Reisert

Cerebral, 2025

Archival pigment print, from unique lumen print




This artist utilizes visual simplicity and focuses on
surface tension within their work.




Andrew Dailey

Disaggregation
Narrative, 2026

Graphite on paper
mounted on panel




How does the artist explore life
cycles in his work?

What is the artist trying to
evoke from the viewer?

Would the pieces impact you
the same if they were displayed
individually?




Carrie E. Longley

“As a maker, | look to the botanical world as a
visual vehicle through which to explore the
complexities of the natural world. This
longstanding fascination with natural systems
began early in my life, shaped by a deep curiosity
about pregnancy and childbirth. Having survived
four pregnancies and births, | find myself more
mystified than ever. While my work is rooted in
personal lived experience, it is my hope that
viewers find their own points of connection—
evoking memory, wonder, and curiosity."

Side View Front View




What elements of this
piece remind you of
the natural world?

How does the artist
‘ symbolize life in her
work?

What does this
artists’ work remind

This artist uses both subtle and 3| | s you of?
overt symbolism to explore the | s
connection between blooming |

flowers and birthing new life 1



What pieces stood
out most to you and
why?

What themes within
metamorphosis do
you connect with?

What pieces inspire
your creativity?
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We hope that you have
enjoyed Metamorphosis’
Virtual Scavenger Hunt,
and we appreciate your
engagement with the
arts!

The Ohio Arts Council’s
Riffe Gallery would love
to see artwork you’ve
made in response to the
exhibition and hear what
you’ve learned.




Flickr: YouTube Channel:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ohioartscouncil /albu : ‘
ms/72177720334246790

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/riffegallery

Instagram:

https://www.instagram.com/riffegallery/

Website:

https://oac.ohio.gov/riffe-gallery

Eventbrite: S Fi
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-

riffe-gallery-10752470082


https://www.flickr.com/photos/ohioartscouncil/albums/72177720334246790
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ohioartscouncil/albums/72177720334246790
https://www.facebook.com/riffegallery
https://www.instagram.com/riffegallery/
https://oac.ohio.gov/riffe-gallery
https://oac.ohio.gov/riffe-gallery
https://oac.ohio.gov/riffe-gallery
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-riffe-gallery-10752470082
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-riffe-gallery-10752470082
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-riffe-gallery-10752470082
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-riffe-gallery-10752470082
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-riffe-gallery-10752470082
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-riffe-gallery-10752470082
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-riffe-gallery-10752470082
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-riffe-gallery-10752470082
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-riffe-gallery-10752470082
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-riffe-gallery-10752470082
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ohio-arts-council-riffe-gallery-10752470082
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLDu7PVNCViHE
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